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Huch has been sald and written about the significance of the family in the LDS
culture and about the joint responsibility of fathers and mothers in strength-
ening their children and causing the family as a unit to grow and develop im
accordance with the gospel plan. President Harold B. Lee said, "Now you husbands
remember that the moat important of the Lord's work that you will ever do will be
the work you do within the walls of your owm home." (Strenthening the Honme, p.7)

According to the First Presidency, "The primary function of a Leatter-Day Saint
home ig to emsure that every family member works to create the climate and com=-
dition in which all can grow toward perfection. For parents, this requires a
dedication of time and energy far beyond the mere providing of their children's
physical needs. For the children, this means contrallizg the natural tendency
toward selfishness...parents and children must be willing to put family respon-
aibilitien first in order to achieve family exaltation.” {Family Home Evening
Manual, 1973, p.4)

As your Bishop, I would suggest the following keys te famdly unity and develop-
ment:

1. Hold family home cvening weekly.
2. Lead your family in prayer twice a day (morning and evening).

3. Interview your children regularly.

4. Give father's blessings to your children and spouse for special
occasions or purposes.

3. Read the scriptures daily with your family. Focus on stories and
single incidents that teach specific lessons. Such stories will
linger in the mind longer than just so many Verses.

6. Spend time with your spouse. Consult with her when making major
decisions. Keep your courtship alive.

7. Bring your family into your personal life. Invelve thes as much
as poasible in your daily aceivities,

8. Support your children and spouse in thelr activities by attending
special functions at school, at church, or in the commmnity.

9. Emphasize family activities in the ward by going and parl:i-:i.",;mt:ln.i
together. Your own example of attendance at church meetings and
participation in activities in support of all church leaders is one
of the most powerful examples you canm set for your children.

10. Have fun together. Plan regular activities as_a family that will
allow cach member to enjoy being rogether in recreatiomal settings.

The week of November 22 - 28, 1981, has been designated as Family Unity Week
in the Horman Oklahoma Stake. Let me challenge you as your Bishop to use this
time to consciously strive to unify and strengthen your family. I can promise
¥you that to the extent you put into practice the ten principles listed pre-
vicusly, you and your family will be blessed beyond meagure.

Fregident Spencer W. Kimball has issued a similar challenge: "'So much depends
upon our willingness to make up our minds, culltcti?aly and individually, that
present levels of performance are not acceptable, either to ourselves or to
the Lord. In saying that, I am not calling for flashy, temporary differences
in our performance levels, but a gquict resolve...to do a better job, to leng-
then cur stride." (Regional Representatives' Semipar, 3 Det. 1974)



B. LEE, GENERAL CONFERENCE, OCTOBER 5, 1973).

This thought has always been somewhat disturbing for
me, Kot only when I comsider whether I am measuring up
to my potential, but also when I consider those around
me: children, home teaching families, etc., which may
not reach their potential becavse I have failed in some
stewardship given me by the Lord.

We need to comstantly remind ourselves of the eternal
perspective concerning our thoughts and actions. One of
the beat ways to do this is through the use of a per-
sonal journal. President Kimball has counselled all of
us to keep journsls. He hes indicated that ome of the
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Primary reasons (thereare many) for keeping jmull:-. in
the way the journsl reminda us frequently of the Lord,

journal and with those I know who keep jour-
have one friend who has written in & journal
since 1571. He has often commented on review-
t thoughts and experiences a&nd on his perscon—
as he reviews the previous pages of his Jour-

prophet of the Lord has directed his people to
journals. Let us all receive the blessings gained
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- PRIMARY

At Primary Preparation Meeting this past month, we had an enjoyable evening
learning about our "Mystery Person', Sister Martha Sells. She met her husband
while attending Ricks College. When they decided to marry, Brother Sells rode
a horse over to her parent's home, clothed in white, and asked her father for
her hand in marriage, And if that were not enough, can you imagine Sister
Sells' face when her new husband picked her up after their wedding reception
in a Terminex truck with a huge bug on top?

We are all lecoking forward to the new Primary program in 1982. The older
classes will be needing scriptures on Sundays. (How's that for a Christmas

idea?) Both CTIR classes will be taught from the New Testament. Our Targeteer
classes, which will be renamed as Valient A & B, will be taught from the 01d

Testament. The Merri Miss classes and the Blazer classes will be taught from
the Book of Mormon.

The 1982 classes will be divided by age, using January lst as the cut—off
date. It will be necessary for some children to skip a class, so you can lock
forward to a letter from the Primary Presidency indicating what class your
child will be in.

We had an activity night on November 18 where our classes gave fruit baskets

te different families of the ward. Each class chose a family and their teach-
er drove the entire class to their destination,

YOUNG SPECIAL INTEREST

Friday, November 6th, there was a Thanksgiving Party at Sister Donnye
Murley's house. The party was great fun, and well attended. We had delicious
food. Two plays were done, both with involuntary, spur-of-the-moment actors.
"Little Girl and the Wolf" starred Margaret Guy, who gave a fantastic per-
formance. "The Unicorn in the Garden" was also a hit, with Jack Huish in the
starring role as the wise husband, and Jim Elledge as the dedicated police—
man. Many laughs were had by all.

For December, all are invited to a play on December 19th, Saturday night,
at Oklahoma City Fourth Ward, "The Rented Christmas."”

Let's all get involved and have more good positive fun!
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NORMAN STAKE CONFERENCE -

"DUTCH TREAT "

The weekend of November 7-8 was the Semi-Annual
Conference for the Norman, Okla. Stake. Our speaker
was General Authority Elder Jacob de Jager(pronounc-
ed d&.-YAiger), a member of the Quorum of the Seven-
ties. The good Elder had much wisdom to impart to us
such as "The reason a person falls out of the zospel
is the same reason he falls out of the bed....he is
not in far enocugh. We must pick him up when he falls
out and put him further in." Or, "Behind every gﬂud
man in the Church stands a surprised mother-in-law.’

Elder dEJager captures the {loor at his first words, when he speakes with a
delightful Dutch accent. He further holds his audience by relating the tale
of the little boy who tries to read the time as his father does, by the sun.
Only - he couldn't read the numbers!

But conference time wasn't all fun and games (as the author of this article
found out when assigned to "scoop" this session of conference!) The theme of
thie session was reactivation. Not reactivation of "inactive" members, as the
enlightened elder was careful to point out - but "members not presently parti-
cipating".

We were reminded that the mission of the Church is still the same as it was
151 years ago: "Let no corner of the world go without a mission.”" We always
have been and always will be a missionary church. We are told that EVERYONE
will have an opportunity tc hear the Cospel before Christ returns. This means
that we have 4% billion people to touch.

Did you know that:

In 1832 the first mission was opened when Heber C, Kimball was called to
labor in Liverpoel, England.

In the thirteen vears between 1837 - 1850, 9 new missions were opened.

In the fifty years between 1850 - 1900, 9 more missions were opened.

In the fifty years between 1900 - 1950, 25 more missions were opened.

In the twenty years between 1950 - 1970, 5 more missions were opened.

In the five years between 1970 - 1975, 37 more missions were opened.

In the year 1975-1976, 16 more missicns were opened.

In the four years between 1976 - 1980, 40 more missions were opened.

We.now have 188 missions in 151 years - all because of our love of shar-

irg the Gospel and love of our fellow man.

Elder de Jager pointed out that the stake is the yardstick for the growth

of the Kingdom of Zion; and that the Lord helps us spread His Gospel with new
inventiong. When we had:

20 stakes, the telephone was invented. (This, as Eldes de Jager mentioned,

was so the Relief Society could have something to do when they weren't busy.)
50 stakees, the automecbile was invented.

60 stakes, the radio was invented. (It was at this at this time that the




Mormon Tabernacle Choir began broadecasting. The Choir is now the oldest con-
tinuous broadcasting program in the world. It is also our biggest missionary
tool.)
100 stakes,
120 stakes,

the
the

airplane was invented.
first steps in television were being developed.
175 stakes, the first television bradcast was made from the Tabernacle.
300 stakes, the jet plane was perfected. (At this time, the Church was
spreading to Canada and other neighboring countries.)
600 stakes, short wave radio transmissions were taking place. (The
Church was spreading to South America, Europe and Asia. The first radio sta-
tion to broadcast General Conference cverseas was WRUL in Boston, MA.)

800 stakes, technological developments were taking place in the computer
field. (Church records, activities, etc. are computerized. The Church has
one of the largest computerized systems in the nation, being second only to
the federal government.)

1000 stakes, the present geneology program was developed. (This system
allows for records to be requested by events rather than strictly dated. Bil-
lions of rames are stored on memory discs.)

1150 stakes, after 151 years of the restored Gospel being on the earth,
the satellite system is nearing completion. Within the next year, this sys-
tem will allow General conference to be broadcast from Utah to any stake cen-
ter in the nation with only a 1% second delay. Also within this year, every
stake center in the nation will be equipped with one of these systems, at an
approximate cost of $4,000 per stake center. The cost will be largely
borne from gemeral funds (70%) and the remainder funded by the stake.)

We can surely see by the leaps and bounds in which our modern scientists
are learning and developing that our time is nearing an end: this means that
even more "Every member a missionary". So we need to step up our missionary
efforte, learn to love our fellow members, learn to work with them better, so
that we may help others to learn to love our Father as much as we do. Remem-
ber especially those who have "fallen out of the Gospel" or those who are not
"presently participating" and show them how much we need their help, too.

The pilgrims held the first Thanksgiving in October,
1621. The bitter winter of 1620 had passed when they
had kncwn hunger and hardship, and sickness had carried
avay half the band of nearly 100 settlers! But vhatewr

FILGRIM is an interesting word which snymore we as-
sociate nearly exclusively with the early sattlers of

the AMERICAS. Its original intended meaning is defined

2s: "one who travels to a shrine or holy place as an
act of devotion". This is certaialy an appropriate de-
finition when we consider the reasons for the migration
of those early colonists, and the freedom they hoped to
establish for all who would inherit this new land.
Freedom for which they fought and persevered at such
great sacrafice, Freedom which was ordsined of God for
the bendfit of man. Freedom which we all too often teke
for Fﬂt'ﬂi

the hardship, whatever the sacrafice, Ffresdom wma worth
tha price and for that,.the pilgrime wererthankful.

Those who went before us lgid the foundatiom upom
which we must build. Forging onward, we are still pil-
grims traveraing the rocky road toward establishing
Zionl As we face hardships, sacrafices, endure crises,
and Teap the blessings of our labors, let us, along the
way, emulate our humble forbears, who were grateful un-
to the Lord.



RELIEF SOCIETY

Visiting Teaching Message for December
(See Boyd K. Packer, Ensign, Nov 1980 pp. 20-22)

"Our lives," said Elder Packer, "are made up of thousands of everyday choi-
ces, Over the years these 1little choices will be bundled together and show
clearly what we value. The crucial test of life... does not center in the choice
between fame and obscurity, not between wealth and poverty, The greatest deci-
gsion in life is between good and evil...” What, then, do we want you to do?

Simply this: Be good! Study the Gospel! Live it! Stay active in the church.
Receive the ordinances. Keep your covenants,

These are the topics for the Sunday morning Relief Society lessons for the
month of December:

December & = Spirituzl Living
God Will Have a Tried People, May 1980, pp. 24-26
The Choice, November 1980, pp. 20-22
December 13 - Mother Education
Families Can be Eternal, November 1980, pp 4-5
December 20 - Cultural Refinement
Jesus of Nazareth, December 1980, pp. 3-9
December 27 - Social Relations
Singleness: How Relief Society Can Help, November 1980, pp. 106-107

Sister Wanda Owens was released as Relief Society Homemaking Counselor on

November 15. Sister Alice Brooks was sustained as Relief Society Homemaking
Counselor.

We urge all sisters iIn the Ward to attend these beautiful lessons, and you
may bring a2 friend or neighbor if you wish.

We pray that all of us sisters will be extra kind and thoughtful this month.
"Let your light so shine before men, that they may see your good works, and
glorify your Father, which is in Heaven.

- Matthew 5:16

YOUNG MEN , YOUNG WOMEN -

The Young Men and Young Women of Oklahoma City, Fourth Ward would like to
express our appreciation to the Gary Hall, Billy Jameson, Curt Creel, Thomas
Godwin, Jimmy Armstrong, Glemnn Orr, Jim Orr, Gene Prigmore “ind Dave Hulsman
families for helping us make the Fourth Ward Halloween Party a great success.
Thanks a lot.



LIAHONA NOVEMBER 1981

Into the forest of the mind h
L5
Fly thoughts, as birds, unbidden. ' 1’
~
Within its boughs they hide there, hidden -
Until another that enclosure find.
Bright birds, joyful birds,

Birds of charm and cheer.

Dark birds, bitter birds,

LIAHONA

Birds of doubt and fear.

OKEC 4th Ward
Norman Okla. Stake
1907 Fox, Moore, Okla.

As birds of thought fly in our mind,

We bid them welcome or farewell.
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For though they come unbidden

They'll not unbidden dwell.

Nancy Allen



